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CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE
KAMBERA

Marian Klamer

1 INTRODUCTION

Kambera is spoken by approximately 150,000 speakers in the eastern region of the island
of Sumba (province Nusa Tenggara Timur) in Eastern Indonesia. It is classified as
belonging to the Central-Malayo-Polynesian subgroup (see Blust 1993). Several other
indigenous languages (or ‘dialects’, Onvlee 1984) are spoken on Sumba, including
Weyewa (75,000), Kodi (40,000), Lamboya (15,000), Wanukaka (10,000), Anakalang
(14,000) and Mamboru (16,000) (Wurm 1994). Of those, Weyewa and Kodi in particular
appear to be unintelligible to speakers of Kambera. For that reason, at least the latter
three varieties may be considered separate languages rather than dialects. It is as yet
unclear whether the remaining varieties should be classified as dialects or languages.

The oldest publication in which a language of Sumba is mentioned is Heymering
(1846), which contains a brief word list of the dialect of Mangili. Other word lists are
given by Roos (1872), De Roo van Alderwerelt (1891), Vermast (1895), Pos (1901), and
Wielenga (1917). Van der Velden (1900) is a brief description of the language of the
Laura district in western Sumba. Wielenga (1909), Onvlee (1925) and Kapita (1983) are
short grammars of Kambera. Klamer (1998a) is a recent grammar. The two Kambera dic-
tionaries are Kambera—Indonesian (Kapita 1982) and Kambera-Dutch (Onvlee 1984),
Kambera texts with Dutch translations are Wielenga (1913) and Onvlee (1925). Kambera
traditional ritual speech, songs, stories and sayings are documented by Kapita (1977,
1979, 1986, 1987). These four publications, together with the Kambera New Testament
(‘Na Pardandingu Bidi’, 1961) and Hymn book (*Ludu Pamalangu’, 1979), make up the
Kambera written literature. Kambera ritual speech is discussed in Forth (1981) and Fox
(1988), while Kuipers (1998) deals with aspects of ritual speech in Weyewa. Forth (1985)
is an anthropological study of the Kambera-speaking community of Rindi.

2 PHONOLOGY AND ORTHOGRAPHY

2.1 Segment inventory, syllable structure and stress

Table 25.1 presents the nineteen consonant segments of Kambera, with their orthography
in brackets. Kambera has no plain voiced stops. The three plain voiceless stops all have
a prenasalised counterpart. The language has eight complex consonants: two implosive
stops (labial and alveolar), one affricate and five prenasalised segments.

Kambera has only one fricative, /h/. At the end of the nineteenth century, Kambera still
had an /s/, but a rapid consonant shift occurred between 1872 and 1909 which changed
all /s/s into /h/s. For example, sai ‘comb’, pa-usi ‘gather’, bunggas ‘to open X’ in Roos
(1872) have become hai, pa-uhi and bunggah by the time of Wielenga (1909) (cf. Klamer
1998a:12). Kambera has a non-phonemic glottal stop as the default realization of an
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710 THE AUSTRONESIAN LANGUAGES

TABLE 25.1: KAMBERA CONSONANT PHONEMES

Labial Alveolar Velar Glottal
Voiceless plain stop p t k
Voiced implosive stop b(b) q (d)
Voiced affricate & ()
Nasal m n 1 (ng)
Prenasalized stop mb nd ng (ngg)
Prenasalized affricate nds (nj)
Fricative h
Lateral liquid 1
Rhotic liquid r
Glide W iy
Prenasalised glide nj (ny)

TABLE 25.2: KAMBERA VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS

Back

Front Central
High T ' T u@
i: (i) u: (0)
Low e a(a) o
ai a: (a) au

empty onset in root-initial syllables (angu [?anu] ‘friend’). Main stress is always on the
root-initial syllable (see below).

The Kambera vowels are given in Table 25.2, with their orthographic representations
in brackets. All the vowels can occur in the initial, stressed, syllable of the root, but in
unstressed contexts we only find the cardinal vowels /i, a, u/. Of all the logically possi-
ble VV combinations, only /ea/ and /oa/ do not occur. The contrast between /u/ and /u:/
is clearly quantitative, but the contrast between /a, i/ and /a:, 1./ may also be realised qual-
itatively as a lax/tense distinction. That is, /a/ is phonetically either [a] or [a], /i/ as [i] or
[1], while /a:/ may be realized as [a:] or [a], and /i:/ as [i:] or [i]. One allophone is thus
shared between the tense and the lax phonemes (i.e. [a] and [i]). The three Kambera vow-
els that only occur in the specific semantic domain of ideophonic roots (/e/, /o/ and very
short /1/) are not represented in this table.

The sequences /ai/ and /auw/ are analysed as diphthongs because phonotactically, they
behave like the long counterparts of the short mid vowels /e,o/: they only occur in a heavy
syllable, like the other long vowels and unlike the short vowels. Also, their feature com-
position resembles that of the short mid-vowels. And third, some of the words now
containing a diphthong are historically related to forms with a plain vowel.

Kambera has three syllable types: CVV (where VV is a long vowel, a diphthong or a
vowel sequence), CV, and CVC. Kambera does not allow closed syllables at the surface,
i.e. CVC syllables are only found lexically. Roots are disyllabic and main stress is with-
out exception on the root-initial syllable. Only CVV and CV syllables can bear stress, CVC
syllables are never stressed. Prefixes, suffixes and almost all clitics are unstressed. The
smallest lexical items are CV'V — the absence of CV roots in Kambera indicates a constraint
on the shape of lexical roots, which states that a root should be minimally bimoraic.
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(1) presents a summary of the possible Kambera root types. Identical subscripts indicate
identical vowel slots.

(1) aa CVCV b. CV;Vy c. CViVy
nomu “six’ wadi ‘water’ yit [ju:] ‘tongue’
d CVV,.Ccv e. CV V. CV
paita ‘bitter’ hili [hi:li] ‘again’
f. CV CVC(V) g. CV;V, CVC(V)
danggang(u) ‘sell X’ waindal(u) ‘sway arm’

In a sample of approximately 1000 items (roots and derived forms) the root types (a,e)
make up 50% of the forms, while the structure in (f) represents 30% of the items, (b,c)
15%, and (d,g) 5%.

2.2 Orthography

Kambera orthography in the Kambera New Testament and Hymn Book is based on
Indonesian orthography and basically follows Kapita (1982, 1983) and Onvlee (1984).
The orthographic conventions in these sources and the present chapter differ only in the
marking of vowel quality and clitics. Here, I maintain the proposal of Klamer (1998a) to
mark the long-short (tense-lax) distinction of the vowels more consistently: contrastive
short (lax) vowels /a/ and /i/ are represented with a grave accent (@ and i), just like the
short, low vowels of ideophones (¢, 0, ). A plain a, i, e, or o therefore represents either
a long (tense) vowel, or a vowel unspecified for length or tenseness. The vowels /u/ and
fu:/ differ in length (not tenseness), but, in contrast to long /i:/ and /a:/, v/ is specified
for length only very rarely. Therefore, only the contrastively long /u:/ is marked as such,
with an acute accent (17). See also the information on vowel length given in section 2.1.

2.3 Phonological alternations

Kambera has a phonological process of umlaut that applies to the mid vowels /e, o/ when
they are followed by a syllable containing the low vowel /a/. Umlaut of /e, o/ yields the
lowered allophones [e, 9] and/or results in the broken vowels [je, wo]. The domain of the
umlaut process is a prosodic constituent: the foot. The foot is isomorphic to a morpho-
logical constituent, the root (section 2.1). The vowels /e, o/ do not change under influence
of a following /i, v/, and neither does /a/ trigger umlaut on /i, w/.

(2) rengga [rjénga] *hurry, be quick’, bera [bjéra)] ‘to split, break’, podah [p5dahu]
‘wipe X (clean)’, mbola [mbwbla] ‘basket’, foma [tdma] ‘arrive’. Compare e.g.:
mbeni [mbéni] be fierce/angry’.

The non-lexical, default vowel in Kambera is /u/ (default vowels are also referred to as
‘paragogic’ vowels in Austronesian studies, cf. Sneddon 1993). This vowel is the result
of a phonetic process which applies to roots with a final CVC syllable. As Kambera does
not allow closed syllables at the surface, the paragogic vowel is added so that the root-
final consonant can surface as the onset of a CV syllable. The root-final position, i.e.
preceding the paragogic [u], can only be filled by the consonants /1, , h, t, k, 1/:

(3) akat > akatfu] ‘be bad’, bdnjal > banjalfu] ‘put X, padang > padang[u]
“field’, kikir > kikir{u] ‘shave’, mbunggah > mbunggah[u] ‘open X', kotak >
kotakfu] “village’.

-
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The result of the phonetic rule of paragogic vowel addition is that at the surface, Kambera
has trisyllabic roots, of which the third syllable contains a default vowel. Note that the
fact that Kambera lacks roots with a lexical vowel in the third syllable, such as *rimuna,
*obali, or *puita, shows that it does not generally allow trisyllabic roots. It is also evi-
dence that existing root forms with vowel sequences such as paita “bitter’ and ka-lauki
are not underlyingly trisyllabic, but are disyllabic: [paj-ta], [ka-law-ki].

The default vowel /u/ also plays a role in borrowings: as Kambera lacks CVC roots, loan
words such as fep ‘tape’ or cef “paint’ are adapted to Kambera phonotactics by adding the
default vowel, resulting in e.g. tepu ‘(to) tape, a taperecorder’ and cefu ‘(to) paint’.

2.4 Reduplication

From a formal point of view, there are three kinds of reduplication processes in Kambera:
CV reduplication, foot reduplication, and reduplication of a prosodic word (= a foot plus
possible affixes). In the regular case, the same word may undergo syllable, foot or word
reduplication. There is no robust contrast in the semantics of the three reduplications.

The base of a reduplication can be a noun, verb, adverb, question word, or a measure
word. The reduplication of nouns derives a collective or distributive meaning (‘a group
of Ns, various Ns’), while the reduplication of non-nominals derives either an intensive
meaning (including notions of iteration, excessive degree, continuity, emphasis) or vari-
ous non-intensive meanings, including diminutive, indifference, or an activity done for
fun/pleasure.

CV reduplication copies the first consonant and vowel of the root: palu ‘hit’ > pa-palu
‘hit (iterative, intensive)’. As Kambera syllables may be larger than just CV, CV redupli-
cation is not identical to syllable reduplication: haila ‘saddle’ is reduplicated as ha-haila
‘various saddles’, not as *hai-haila. In case the reduplicated vowel is a low/broken vowel
as a result of undergoing umlaut, the entire vowel is reduplicated, with the result that it
appears as if the process of umlaut has ‘overapplied’ in reduplicated forms: pena ‘pen-
cil’ is reduplicated as pje-pjena “various pencils’, not as *pi-pjena or *pe-pjena. CV
reduplication treats vowel sequences as bivocalic structures, reduplicating only the first
vowel. When long vowels are reduplicated, the vowel length is not transferred to the
reduplicative prefix (wiitu ‘be fat’ > wu-wiltu ‘be very fat’, compare *wii-wiitu).

Foot reduplication copies the stress foot of the base: ai > ai-ai “wood’. The redupli-
cated element is a foot. The foot often coincides with the lexical root, but need not do so:
wunang(u) ‘priest’ > wuna-wunang(u) ‘various priests’, *wunang-wunang(u). The foot
is minimally bimoraic, but two morae or vowels do not always form a foot: kaunda “stalk
away’ > kaunda-kaunda ‘stalk away (intensive)’, cf. *kau-kaunda.

Full reduplication is the reduplication of the prosodic word, i.e. a root plus possible
affixes: ha-atu ‘one’ > haatu-haatu ‘each and every one’, pa-peka-ng ‘story’ > papekang-
papekang “all kinds of stories’, ta-mbumba ‘pound’ > tambumba-tambumba ‘continuous
pounding, clatter of hoofs’.

3 BASIC MORPHOSYNTAX

3.1 Word classes

The major distinction within the Kambera lexicon is between content words and function
words. Kambera content words are minimally bimoraic, can occur as independent words
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(prosodic and grammatical), have an independent meaning, and are members of an open
class. Content words belong to the word classes verb, noun and adverb. Function words,
on the other hand are generally smaller than content words- often consisting of only one
monomoraic syllable - express grammatical meanings, and form closed classes. They
include conjunctions, prepositions, articles and negations. Strictly speaking, these items -
as well as the markers of embedded clauses and the markers of mood aspect and pronom-
inal reference - are clitics in Kambera. Clitics differ from words because they do not
need to be bimoraic, and cannot be stressed i.e. they need aphonological host and do not
form independent prosodic words. They differ from affixes inthat they do not have selec-
tional restrictions for a specific morphological base. Though syntactically attaching to
the edge of a syntactic phrase, prosodically they attach to the element that happens
linearly to precede them (enclitics) or follow them (proclitics).

Following common practice, conjunctions, prepositions, articles and negations are
orthographically represented as independent words. The syntactic attachment of the clx~-
tics marking embedded (relativized controlled) clauses and the markers of mood
pronomina reference and aspect isindicated by an equal sign (-°), while the morpho-
logical attachment of affixes is indicated by a hyphen (-) when this is required for
expository reasons.

There are no structural arguments to distinguish aseparate lexical category of adjec-
tives in Kambera. The morphosyntactic properties of words expressing typical adjectival
notions (size, colour, dimension, shape) correspond to those of the class of intransitive
verbs such as melt die, /aku go, or/a run, i.e. Kambera adjectiva notions are
expressed by stative intransitive verbs. On the other hand, the language does have a
category of adverbs (section 3.1.2).

3.1.1 Verbsand nouns

Compared to many other Austronesian languages, the morphosyntactic differences
between the major categories of verbs and nouns are relatively clear in Kambera. A root
form can be classified as unambiguously nominal if (i) it can be preceded by an article
marking definiteness and number, (ii) it can be modified by an emphatic or demonstra-
tive pronoun (section 4), and (iii) it can be quantified by anumeral phrase or by the quan-
tifier mbu ndaba all, anomina constituent that is possessed by the NP it quantifies:

(49 Da-munju da  kokur mbu' nda’ba-da
3p.NoM -fall.off arT coconut all-3p.GEN
The coconuts al fell off (the tree).

Typical verbal properties include (i) the possibility of having anominative subject, and
(ii) the possibility of being modified by an adverb, e.g. /alu too (much):

(5) Lulu mbana-na na lodu

too.much  be.hot-3S.GEN ART SUN
It's too hot. (lit, The sunistoo hot.")

Kambera does have exclusively verbal derivational morphology: items derived with
the prefixespa-  and ta-, the suffix -ng and the circumfix ka-k are alwaysverbal (see sec-
tion 5). The other Kambera derivational morphemes (la-, ma-, ha-) are unproductive and
occur in both nominal and verbal forms.

Verbs and nouns are similar in that both may occur as (heads of) either predicates or
nominal constituents that express verbal arguments. Anillustration of the latter is (6),



